
Surviving
Turbulent

Times
Surviving poor performing investment
markets can be very trying. Many of you
are probably feeling disappointed and
disillusioned at best and depressed and
despairing at worst. Financial markets
are not providing much inspiration at
present. However, these periods never
last and there will be light at the end of
the tunnel. The question is : How long is
the tunnel ?  

The most important thing to remember
is that markets fall, then rise again. The
last 2 years have seen some of the worst
returns in equity markets however, some
of the greatest returns in equities come
after some of the worst.

In turbulent times people are driven by
fear. They become afraid and stop
investing. If you could remove the
emotions (very difficult) you would be
saying “It’s a great time to invest,
everything is such a bargain”.
Unfortunately, human response is
emotional, and fear influences our
thoughts and our rational actions.

While no one can predict when the
market will rise again, history tells us that
eventually it will. If you are invested at
this point you’ll experience good gains.

How differently would we react if we saw
headlines like :-.

“Sharemarket - best
opportunity for
decades”

“Companies for Sale –
Mega Markdowns”

Savvy investors are already looking for

the bargains.

The best way to deal with current
market conditions is to focus on the long
term and remember your initial
investment goals.

It might still take six months or more,
but the economy will gradually start to
recover. Many of you will be feeling the
pain of another negative return.
Remember the simple rules to long term
wealth creation and the pain may subside.

» Wednesday 5th March 2003

New Years Resolution Number
One: Get your finances in order

The when, what and how of getting started
on a path to financial freedom.Achieve your
lifestyle goals by implementing a savings disci-
pline combined with an appropriate invest-
ment asset allocation.

• What you could be saving each month
• Things you should know before you 

start investing
• Finding the right investment for a 

particular goal
• Sticking to the plan in good times and bad
Aimed at those who keep on saying 
“I should”

» Wednesday 12th March 2003

Strategies of the successful investor

Many successful investors use gearing and
other strategies to accelerate the growth of
their investments. If you want to get back on
track or learn what else you could be doing
to leverage your investments, then this semi-
nar is for you.

Concepts and strategies explained:
• Borrowing to invest – negative gearing 

and margin lending
• Salary sacrifice
• Earnings from super vs outside of super
• Dollar cost averaging
Aimed at those earning a regular disposable
income or who wish to leverage their 
current strategy.

» Wednesday 19th March 2003

DIY / Self Managed Superfunds

Take control of your destiny by establishing
your own DIY superfund. Determine your
own investments and cater towards your
own specific retirement goals.

• How to set up a DIY superfund 

• Responsibilities of trustees and members

• Who can be a member of your DIY fund?

• What assets can be included?

• What happens when you retire?

Aimed at those with super accounts greater
than $200,000.

» Wednesday 26th March 2003

Property Investment, the Pros 
and Cons

Is there still money to be made from invest-
ing in property ? Find out about current 
market characteristics to help you determine
whether the bubble is about to burst. Is it a
good time to buy or alternatively is it the
right time to sell?

• Advantages and disadvantages

• Property cycles

• How to invest in property without buying
the bricks and mortar

• Property vs other investments

F R E E  F I N A N C E S E M I N A R SDespite popular opinion to the contrary,
markets are probably less risky now than they
were two years ago. Right now it’s time to
consider your long term plan, look at your
circumstances, and find the strength to get
back into the market.

The markets will not recover overnight but
they will recover ! 

What you can do!

• Focus on your long term strategy not
short term fluctuations.

• Start or increase regular investment.

• Retain existing investments 

• See a financial adviser.

What you shouldn’t do!

• Panic and withdraw your investment.

• Decide you hate the share market
and will never invest again.

Why?

This may help alleviate the pain suffered
whilst your balance is in the red.

Buying more units at lower prices.

Eventually markets do recover and your
investment is returned to its former balance
and beyond.

For reassurance and to keep your financial
plan on track.

Why?

You cash in at a low point and lose money.

Historically share markets have been the
asset class which has delivered the greatest
returns.

Sustainable Company of the Year:

Bendigo Bank 
-for its continuing work with communi-
ties to open branches and as an active
sponsor of community based programs
as well as for two new initiatives over
the past year:
1. The Community Sector Banking 50/50
joint venture. An alliance with a vision to
grow a banking service that is tailored to
the needs of not-for-profit organisations
2. The launch of a Green Personal Loan
product.

Sustainable Small Company of
the Year:
Advanced Energy Systems – a com-
pany focussed on renewable energy
since 1987. Main product is “power

electronics” technology, used to link
renewable energy systems with 
conventional power grids, aiding in 
energy conversion and storage.

Ethical fund of the Year:
Hunter Hall Value Growth Trust
Due to positive investment performance
over a period when most comparable

retail funds showed a negative return.
Also due to its four qualitative criteria of
disclosure to investors, engagement with
companies, manager strength and organi-
sational quality. Honourable mentions
were also given to AMP’s Sustainable
Future Australian Share Fund and Chal-
lenger’s Socially Responsive 
Investment Fund.

Announcing the winners of the CEPA Trust/Ethical Investor Corporate Sustainability Awards 2002

Sounding Board 
Thinking of buying a property? Concerned about your future?
Financial plan out of date? Need to cash in an investment?
Then come in and talk to an adviser because we specialise in more
than just investments.

Our seminars will assist you in understanding 
the nature of investment markets.

Reach your ultimate lifestyle goals by learning
what the successful investor already knows.

Register for your free
finance seminar now 
by calling on 9853 0995

Start Time: 6.00pm

Duration: approx 90 minutes

Venue: Ethical Investment
Services Offices
16 Princess St,
Kew.
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